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U.S. News and World Report Recognizes Cawley Middle School

The U.S. News and World Report published the 2026 Best Middle
Schools, and the news was great again for David R. Cawley Middle
School. For the second straight year Cawley Middle School is ranked in
the top 20 for New Hampshire Middle Schools. This year Cawley is
ranked #16 out of all middle schools in New Hampshire.

In the press release it was reported that, “David R. Cawley Middle
Schoolisranked #16 in New Hampshire Middle Schools. Schools are
ranked on their performance on state-required tests, graduation, and
how well they prepare their students for high school.”

| am extremely proud of our students, staff and families who all “Make
a Mark and Make A Difference.” This national recognition is another
prestigious honor for our school community that is a true reflection of
the ongoing hard work and dedication of the Cawley staff in providing
the students with a well-rounded middle school educational
experience.

Firefighters Challenge

Congratulations to Mrs. Fay’s homeroom for winning this year’s team
Firefighters Challenge. Congratulations to Adrianna Robichaud,
Sawyer Trippedi, Wesley Gobeil and Dylan Devoid for winning this
year’s obstacle course. All of the obstacle course winners had the
opportunity toridein the fire truck with the sirens blaringin a
celebratory victory lap. The Hooksett Fire Department, unified arts
and seventh grade teachers did an amazing job planning and
implementing another fantastic Firefighters Challenge.

Congratulations to Mr. Hamilton

Key Dates

Nov. 25...Turkey Trot

Nov.26-28... Thanksgiving
Break, No School

Dec. 3... Trimester 1 Ends

Dec. 4... Trimester 2 Begins
Dec. 8-13... Book Fair

Dec. 10... Report Cards Posted
and Honor Roll Distributed to
Students

Dec. 13... Pancake Breakfast,
8:00am -11:00 am

Dec.15... Quarter 2 Progress
Checks

Dec.16... Band and Chorus
Perform at HMS 12:30 pm

Dec. 18... Cawley Winter
Concert,9:30am & 6:30 pm

Dec. 24 - Jan. 2 Winter
Vacation

Jeff Hamilton, who teaches seventh grade science, was recently named as Hooksett’s Hometown Hero in
the Hooksett Bridge Newspaper. “At Cawley Middle School, Jeff has spent six years inspiring Hooksett’s
seventh graders to explore science and discover their own potential. Beyond the classroom, heis the
advisor for the Student Council and the Animal Keeping Club, helping students build confidence,
leadership, and empathy through service.” Mr. Hamilton genuinely cares about Cawley Middle School. The
entire student body and staff are so proud to have Mr. Hamilton working at Cawley. He continues to
“Make his Mark and Make A Difference” in the school and Hooksett Community.
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Final High School Tally

The Cawley Class of 2026 has 139 eighth grade students attending Cawley Middle School. There are four
students who do not attend Cawley Middle School, but have proved residency in Hooksett. Below is the final
tally for each high school that eighth grade students will be attending next school year.

Pinkerton Academy =116
Londonderry High School =17
Pembroke Academy =3

Manchester West High School =1
Manchester Central High School = 0
Manchester Memorial High School = 0
Bow High School =3

Goffstown High School =1

Private School = 2

ALPS at Cawley

This quarterin the Advanced Learning Program students across all grade levels have been engagingin
high-level, hands-on learning experiences designed to promote critical thinking, creativity, and
collaboration. Sixth graders used Renzulli Learning to design personalized “Super Starter Projects” aligned
with theirindividual strengths and interests, encouraging ownership and curiosity in their learning. Seventh
graders took on Bill of Rights debates, connecting constitutional principles to modern-day issues and
learning how to communicate effectively, analyze evidence, and form unbiased conclusions. Eighth graders
have been creating an interactive “lllusion Museum,” scheduled to open on November 12 for the sixth grade
students, designing science-based exhibits to teach about the power of perception and reflection. All ALPs
students also participated in the “Young Writers Stranger Sagas Writing Competition,” providing an
additional creative outlet to showcase their storytelling abilities.

Across all grade levels, ALPs students are thinking big and building on one another’s ideas, constantly
expanding projects and discussions into new directions. In their multi-aged FLEX experience, sixth and
eighth grade students explored magnetism and electromagnets, fostering leadership, collaboration, and
innovative problem-solving. ALPs students continue to push boundaries by analyzing, evaluating, and
creating as they transform curiosity into action and ideas into meaningful learning experiences.
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Wellness Wednesday

Each week during Wellness Wednesday, students participate in a physical education-style game or physical
activity, from kickball to basketball to wiffle ball to Q-tip hockey, designed to get them moving and
energized in the morning. Music adds to the fun, and students can submit their favorite pump-up songs to
beincluded in the playlist. They can also request popular games, giving them a voice in shaping the activities
and making each Wednesday morning a fun, engaging start to the day.

Science Department Curriculum Update

The Science Department met as a vertical team to review and strengthen curriculum alignment across all
grade levels. The team analyzed the past three years of the eighth grade NH SAS data to identify trends and
areas for growth.

The teachers conducted a detailed review of the Disciplinary Core Ideas (DCls) — the fundamental,
crosscutting concepts essential forunderstanding science across the four main domains: Physical Sciences,
Life Sciences, Earth and Space Sciences, and Engineering. Each standard was examined to determine
whetheritis not addressed, partially addressed, or fully addressed within current instruction at each grade
level.

Using this analysis, the teachers identified the most appropriate grade level and unit placement for each
standard in alignment with our IQWST science program units of study.

Over the next several Professional Learning Team (PLT) meetings, the department will:

e Revise grade-level curriculum maps to include any missing standards.
e Adjustunit pacing to ensure all standards are addressed to mastery.
e Develop andrefine lessons, resources, and assessments aligned with the updated maps.

These efforts will ensure a cohesive, standards-aligned science curriculum that supports student mastery
and continuity across all grades at Cawley Middle School.

Curriculum Visits

The Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Sarfde and the Cawley Administration completed classroom visitsin
October and November to science and social studies classrooms. These visits were helpful as it facilitates
positive communication and collaboration with teachers for planning professional development and
providing the necessary up to date resources that will continually improve teaching and learning.

Doodle for Google

Google’s national Doodle For Google competition has begun accepting student submissions. Digital
Technology teacher Andrea Meyer and Art teacher Brier Haigh are promoting the opportunity for Cawley
students to submit their original work. This year’s theme is “My Superpower Is...” Students must
incorporate the word Google in their design. Student artwork is evaluated based on artistic merit within
their age bracket, creativity, and theme communication. The deadline for submission to Google is December
3,2025. Students have the chance to win academic scholarships and even have their doodle on the Google
homepage. Additional information can be found at the Doodles.Google.com.
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Veterans Day Assembly

This year, the Cawley community celebrated Veterans Day in multiple meaningful ways. Veterans, both past
and present, who are connected as family or friends to our staff and students were honored through the
creation of a large-scale wall display. Additionally, students in social studies classes created Veterans Day
cards to thank local veterans who will be attending future Honor Flights. These cards will be received during
the mail call portion of their trip to Washington, D.C. Students also learned about the meaning and
importance of Veterans Day in social studies classes as it connects to the curriculum.

The school gathered for a Veterans Day assembly on November 12, featuring guest speaker Joseph Byron, the
founder and executive director of Honor Flight New England. He was recently featured on WMUR as a
hometown hero, as Honor Flight New England just celebrated the milestone of its 70th flight.

During the school assembly, the Cawley band and chorus performed patriotic songs including “America the
Beautiful” and “Armed Forces on Parade.” The National Anthem was sung by members of the chorus. In
Language Arts classes, a poetry writing contest was offered, and the poems of two students were selected to
be read at the assembly. The Student Council and National Junior Honor Society members greeted and
escorted guest veterans (active and retired) to the gymnasium. Additionally, they spoke during the assembly
tointroduce the keynote speaker, led the school in the Pledge of Allegiance, and participated as members of
the band and chorus.

Students invited family and friends who are currently serving or have served our country to attend the
assembly as guests of honor, where over twenty guests sat with their Cawley students on stage. Cawley is
proud to give back to the community, especially by honoring the veterans in our lives, both past and present.

Athletics

Congratulations to all the fall sports teams.

The girls soccer team made the playoffs and lost
to Amherst in the quarterfinals. The boys soccer
teams competed hard and improved greatly as the
season progressed. The cross country team had
eight runners compete in the Tri-County
Championship meet. The field hockey team had
an amazing season finishing 10-1and earning the
number two seed in the playoffs. Afteran

exciting win in the semifinals the team advanced
to play Merrimack Valley. In the finals the team
lost in overtime 2-1. This was the second time the
field hockey team has ever made the finals.

Winter sports tryouts for boys and girls basketball and cheerleading began on November 12.

Student Council

The Student Council is currently planning a whole-school activity to conduct prior to the Thanksgiving
holiday to promote gratitude and togetherness. Members are also beginning to brainstorm a
holiday-themed spirit week and activities for December.
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National Junior Honor Society

The National Junior Honor Society wrapped up a busy October with the Fall Festival and the Induction
Ceremony. The Fall Festival on October 25 was a big success this year that brought a large number of
community members together for games, a pumpkin contest, haunted trails and a bake sale.

The advisors would like to thank all Hooksett families and staff members who helped make thiseventa
success again this year. Abig thank you to the Gregory family and Herc Rentals for providing the outdoor
lighting and generator.

The NJHS members will spend the month of November planning for the annual pancake breakfast that will
be held on December 13 from 8:00 am -11:00 am in the Cawley Cafeteria.

The NJHS Induction Ceremony was held on October 29 at Cawley Middle School. Twenty five seventh grade
students were inducted into the honor society, bringing total membership up to fifty-five. Congratulations
to the new members.

Gabrielle Ackles Alexandra Field Hazel Rivers

Rana Ahmed Dishita Gurung Paige Royce
Sadie Beaurivage Gunner Jordan Tatum Schalk
Brooks Benson Rachel Liadis Kadence Semiatin
Mirai DeFelice Benjamin Lovejoy Victoria Smith
Maci Dillon Emilia Mahan Sara Tilton
Aubrey Duquette Finlay McAuliffe AvaVicente
Ashton Fay Makenzie Patrick Jack Ward

Audrey Poulin

Performing Arts

The Performing Arts Department had a very successful “Coffee House” fundraiser on October 22. Thisis an
event where students were invited to perform music of their choice in a small comfortable venue. There were
15 performances.

On November 12 the chorus and band members performed at the Cawley Veteran’s Day Assembly. The band
and chorus will have their Winter Concert performances at Hooksett Memorial School on December 16 and
then at Cawley at 9:30 am and 6:30 pm on December 18.

Cawley Middle School Turkey Trot

The Cawley Middle School Wellness Committee is excited to host its first Turkey Trot on Tuesday, November
25 during each grade’s Unified Arts second period class. All students will participate and can choose to walk
orrunaone-mile course along the Cawley athletic fields. Students are encouraged to dress in festive
Thanksgiving-themed attire to show their spirit. Grade-level medals will be awarded for Top Runners, Best
Costume, and Most Spirited Walker. All staff are also welcome to join the fun by dressing up and walking the
course, which will begin on the soccer field. In the spirit of giving, the school has been collecting canned
goods for the Hooksett Food Pantry since Wednesday, November 12.
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Builders Club

The Builders Club has had a busy fall. The members sold Spookygrams to fund the annual Christmas
shopping for Family Services. The members also participated in the Fall Festival. The students stuffed 20
Christmas stockings for the military and are getting ready to build food baskets for the Hooksett Food
Pantry. Students also volunteered to help at the Hooksett Veteran’s Breakfast.

Grade 6 Science

Sixth-grade students at Cawley have been exploring the fascinating topics of light and vision through a
series of hands-on investigations. With generous support from the Cawley PTA, students were given the
opportunity to dissect real cow eyes, allowing them to see firsthand how the structures of the eye work
together to make vision possible. This engaging activity challenged students to evaluate the connection
between structure and function—for example, how the cornea focuses light, how the lens changes shape to
bring objectsinto view, and how the retina’s photoreceptor cells detect light and color. Through this
experience, students deepened their understanding of how the human eye perceives the world around us.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nt hoirlbiren

Matthew Benson, Principal



